Departments offered at Singapore General Hospital for Y2026
	DEPARTMENT
	OFFERING PERIOD
(if no specific period please indicate "ALL YEAR")
	MINIMUM & MAXIMUM WEEKS
	TYPE
(hands off - observership / hands-on elective)
	POSTING DESCRIPTION & OBJECTIVE

	E.g.
Emergency Medicine
	E.g.
· January – March 2025 only
	E.g.
Min 2 weeks, Max 4 weeks
	Hands-On elective
	Objectives:
[insert text]

Hands-Off:
[insert text if applicable]

Hands-On:
[insert text if applicable]

	Diagnostic Radiology
	All year (subject to availability)
	Min 2 weeks,
Max 4 weeks
	Hands-Off observership
	Description:
This is a clinical attachment to the various radiology specialties including Diagnostic Radiology (Chest/Body Imaging, Neuroradiology, Musculoskeletal Imaging, Breast Imaging), Vascular and Interventional Radiology and Nuclear Medicine. There will be a greater emphasis on Diagnostic Radiology. Students will have an opportunity to see the clinical application of all imaging modalities through daily interaction with radiologists at work and through radiological rounds with various clinical departments. Students will develop an understanding of the role radiology plays in patient care and the nature of radiological examinations that patients undergo. The elective programme is enhanced with tutorials using dedicated teaching cases for students. Those who wish to be involved in a project may indicate so. For more information about SGH Department of Diagnostic Radiology medical student education and electives, please see https://www.sgh.com.sg/Diagnostic-Radiology/Pages/Medical-Students.aspx. 
 
Objectives:
· Understand the role of radiology in patient care.
· Appreciate the interaction of radiologists and fellow doctors in managing clinical problems.
· Be familiar with the imaging modalities available, including their respective indications and contra-indications. 
· Understand the nature of radiological examinations patients undergo when doctors order such imaging tests.
· Be able to select appropriate imaging studies for common clinical problems.
 

	Vascular and Interventional Radiology
	All year (subject to availability)
	Min 1 week,
Max 4 weeks
	Hands-On elective
	Description:
The Department of Vascular & Interventional Radiology (DVIR) invites all medical students to embark on an elective for a journey to discover minimally invasive interventional procedures #MIIP.  
This updated 2023 curriculum is a kaleidoscope that maximises the elective student experience efficiently through 6 exciting themes to see the best of Interventional Radiology #IRAD in Singapore. Depending on the duration of your time with us, a specially curated program will be tailored by your supervising tutor to your educational needs. 

The 6 themes for the IR elective: 
1.      Introduction to IR 
2.      IR clinics, ward & MDT 
3.      Scrub up at IR suite 
4.      DVIR tutorials 
5.      Special sessions 
6.      Research and audit  

For more information, please refer to the SGH DVIR medical student elective page https://www.sgh.com.sg/patient-care/specialties-services/vascular-and-interventional-radiology/pages/education.aspx
Alternatively, feel free to email Dr Leong Sum, leong.sum@singhealth.com.sg or Dr Alfred Tan, alfred.tan.b.c@singhealth.com.sg for specific enquires.
 
Objectives:
· To expose the students to the wide range of imaging guided minimally invasive procedures performed by Interventional Radiologists.
· To help the student understand the basis, principles and techniques of the various types of interventions.
· To familiarize the student with the workflow of a multidisciplinary team in interventional radiology and how it supports the needs of the hospital.
· To participate in a short research or audit project to be completed by the end of the posting.
 

	Nuclear Medicine & Molecular Imaging
	All year (subject to availability)
	Min 1 week,
Max 4 weeks
	Hands-Off observership
	Description:
This elective offers an immersive experience in the largest Nuclear Medicine centre in Singapore, focusing on both diagnostic and therapeutic applications of this rapidly evolving field.
 
Students will be introduced to molecular and functional imaging methods, such as planar gamma scintigraphy, SPECT/CT (Single Photon Emission Computed Tomography), and PET/CT (Positron Emission Tomography), along with the radiopharmaceutical therapeutic approaches employed in treating conditions such as thyroid disorders, liver cancers, neuroendocrine tumours, and prostate cancer.

Students will have the chance to participate in clinical sessions and teachings, gain foundational skills in interpreting imaging studies, and observe procedures ranging from diagnostic scans to radionuclide therapy. 
They will be exposed to a multidisciplinary team environment, including nuclear medicine physicians, radiologists, oncologists, technologists, and physicists, to gain a deeper understanding of Nuclear Medicine's role in patient care and its integration with other medical specialties.

Students interested in research will also have the chance to engage in ongoing departmental studies, gaining insight into the latest advancements in the emerging field of theranostics.
Upon completion, students will leave with a deeper understanding of how Nuclear Medicine contributes to increased diagnostic accuracy and enables effective treatment strategies using the latest advancements in medicine, offering them a unique perspective on patient care that spans across disciplines.
 
Objectives:
· Examine the role of Nuclear Medicine in diagnosing and treating a wide range of medical conditions, especially in the field of oncology.
· Achieve a basic understanding of the principles and techniques of the different diagnostic and therapeutic applications in Nuclear Medicine using different radioisotopes.
· Identify common clinical indications and contraindications for Nuclear Medicine imaging and therapeutic procedures.
· Understand the procedural steps involved in Nuclear Medicine scans including planar gamma scintigraphy, SPECT/CT and PET/CT, with a focus on patient preparation and other necessary considerations.
· Gain an insight into the collaborative roles and responsibilities of various professionals—such as technologists, radiochemists, physicists, nurses, and physicians—in the effective operation of a Nuclear Medicine department.
· Recognize how Nuclear Medicine closely collaborates with other specialties in delivering multidisciplinary patient care.
· Exposure to pre-clinical and clinical research in nuclear medicine and molecular imaging.


	Obstetrics & Gynaecology
	Available:
February to June 2026 only
	Min 2 weeks,
Max 4 weeks
	Hands-On elective
	Objectives:
To give students an all-round exposure to Obstetrics & Gynaecology with opportunities to examine patients and assist in surgery.

Hands-on:
· Learning from the clinicians on examination skill set.

	Respiratory & Critical Care Medicine
	All year
(subject to availability)
	Min 2 weeks,
Max 4 weeks
	Hands-Off observership
OR
Hands-On elective
	Objectives:
· Exposure to inpatient care of respiratory patients
· Exposure to outpatient care of respiratory patients, including subspecialty clinics (Severe Asthma, COPD, Bronchiectasis, ILD, Occupational Lung Disease, Pleural Diseases, Refractory Chronic Cough)
· Participation in Department Teaching (X Ray Conference, Tumour Board, M&M, Department CME)

Hands-Off:
· Observe pleural interventions such as thoracocentesis, chest drain.
· Observe endoscopic procedures (Bronchoscopy, Thoracoscopy).

Hands-On:
· May insert IV Plugs or IDC under supervision.
· History Taking and Physical Examination of ward patients.


	Gastroenterology & Hepatology
	All year
	Min 1 week,
Max 4 weeks
	Hands-Off observership
	Objectives: 
· Approach to a patient with abdominal pains.
· Approach to a patient with jaundice and/or deranged liver enzymes.
· Approach to a decompensated cirrhotic patient, in particular.
· Approach to a patient with complications such as Bleeding GIT, hepatic encephalopathy, and ascites.
· To be able to perform an abdominal physical examination. 
· Observe basic procedures OGD, colonoscopy and/or ERCP.

	Haematology
	All year round. 
(Case-by-case basis especially during festive season.)
	Min 2 weeks,
Max 4 weeks
	Hands-On elective
	Objectives: 
· Introduction to common inpatient haematological conditions.
· Training in taking history and examination of haematological patients.
· Management and problem solving of common conditions.

Hands-On:
Student would participate in ward rounds, listen to discuss of the patient, take history, examine patients, be part of the inpatient team and be exposed to outpatient setting.


	Emergency Medicine
	Available Periods in 2026
· 20 Apr to 7 Jun 2026
· 27 Jul to 16 Aug 2026
· 7 Sept to 13 Sept 2026
· 19 Oct to 25 Oct 2026
· 21 Dec 2026 to 3 Jan 2027
	Min 1 week,
Max 2 weeks
	Hands-On elective
	Objectives:
The student will have the opportunity to acquire knowledge in the following areas.
· History taking and interview techniques.
· Physical examination.
· Clinical problem solving.
· Effective communication with the patients and relatives.
· Management and treatment approaches.

Hands-On:
Note: Procedures are excluded from hands-on elective.


	Renal Medicine
	All year
	Min 2 weeks,
Max 8 weeks
	Hands-On elective
		
	Learning Outcomes
	Learning Activities

	
	RENAL-specific
	

	1
	Able to clerk and manage common presentations under the Renal System, including:
1. Acute kidney injury
2. Fluid overload
3. Electrolyte abnormalities including hyponatremia, hyperkalemia, metabolic acidosis
	Attachment to daily ward rounds with assigned supervisor

	2
	Able to appreciate Renal-specific conditions which are usually managed outpatient 
1. Chronic kidney disease management, including conservative care
2. Glomerulonephritis
	Attachment to relevant subspecialty clinics (at least 1 session), including
· Low Clearance Clinic / Renal Supportive Care Clinic 
· Glomerulonephritis Clinic 
· Genetic Kidney Clinic (if available)
· General Renal Clinic (supervisor)

	3.
	Able to interpret relevant tests under the Renal System, including;
1. Urinalysis
2. Renal panel
	Attachment to daily ward rounds with assigned supervisor

	4.
	To be familiar with patients on renal replacement therapy, including:
1. Haemodialysis
2. Peritoneal dialysis
3. Renal transplant 
	Attachment to daily ward rounds with assigned supervisor (1st week of rotation)

Attachment to transplant team (3 days for 2nd week of rotation)

Attachment to Critical Care Nephrology team (2 days for 2nd week of rotation)

Attachment to relevant subspecialty outpatient clinics, including Haemodialysis clinic, Peritoneal dialysis clinic

	5.
	To understand the basic principles of the described renal replacement therapy modalities above, and common problems faced under each modality.

	

	6.
	To understand indications, contraindications and general consent taking principles for common procedures done under the Renal System, including:
1. Temporary dialysis catheter insertion
2. Renal biopsy
3. AVF angioplasty & thrombolysis
	Attachment to Interventional Nephrology Suite 1 & 2 for exposure to procedures




	Neurology
	All year
(Available timeslots subject to deconflicting with medicine postings from Duke, LKC, and YLLSOM)
	Max 2 weeks
	Hands-Off observership
	Hands-Off:
· To better understand Neurology, student will be following a team for inpatients wards and clinics under the close supervision of the supervisor. 
· Student will learn how to take history and perform basic neurological examination. 
· Student will also participate in the regular teaching activities conducted in the department.

	Neurosurgery
	January - March or
July - November 
(limited availability outside of these times)
	Min 2 weeks,
Max 3 weeks
	Hands-Off observership
	Hands-Off (for surgical cases and ward-based procedures):
· The rotation will provide the medical student with the knowledge and skills to assess and provide care to patients presenting with acute and chronic neurosurgical conditions. Including, 
· Taking a history and performing a neurological examination
· Observe surgical cases (elective / emergency)
· Student will also participate in the regular teaching activities conducted in the department.


	Radiation Oncology (NCCS)
	All year
	Min 1 week,
Max 2 weeks
	Hands-Off observership
	Objectives:
· To give opportunity to student to learn about presenting symptoms and clinical signs of patient with cancer
· To learn about investigations used to evaluate and stage the various types of cancers
· To give opportunity to student to observe and learn about acute and late effects of radiotherapy
· Learn Basic Principles of Radiation Oncology
· To have the opportunity of observe how multidisciplinary care of patients works in real life and why it is important in patient care
· To learn communication skills and appreciate the psychological and social issues affecting cancer management

	Plastic, Reconstructive, and Aesthetic Surgery
	All year
	Min 1 week,
Max 2 weeks
	Limited Hands-On elective
	Objectives:
Provide students with limited hands-on experience in the management of complex reconstructive cases, foster understanding of aesthetic surgery principles, and enhance skills in patient evaluation, surgical technique and post-operative care.

	Upper GI & Bariatric Surgery
	All year
	Min 1 week,
Max 4 weeks
	Hands-On elective
	Objectives:
To gain experience and exposure to upper gastro-intestinal and bariatric surgery cases.

Hands-On:
Ward rounds, clinics, scope lists and theatre.

	Cardiology
	2026
10 Aug 2026 - 21 Aug 2026
30 Nov 2026 - 11 Dec 2026

2027
22 Feb 2027 - 05 Mar 2027
19 Apr 2027 - 30 Apr 2027
03 May 2027 - 14 May 2027
	Duration for Clinical Elective: 
Min 2 weeks
>2 weeks (Subject to approval)

Duration for Clinical Elective with Scholarly Project:
6 Weeks (Subject to approval)
	Hands-Off observership
	Objectives:
The 2-weeks elective is intended to provide in-depth exposure to cardiology inpatient care including daily ward rounds, bedside teaching and involvement of students in the care of patients with a wide range of cardiac disease as well as exposure to subspecialized cardiology procedures and tests. 

They will be expected to follow and participate in the ward rounds and assist the team in their ward work under supervision. They are expected to join in the many core curriculum teaching sessions and conferences organized by the NHCS for junior doctors.

	Cardiothoracic Surgery
	2026
10 Aug 2026 - 21 Aug 2026
14 Sep 2026 - 25 Sep 2026
12 Oct 2026 - 23 Oct 2026
16 Nov 2026 - 27 Nov 2026

2027
22 Feb 2027 - 05 Mar 2027
22 Mar 2027 - 02 Apr 2027
19 Apr 2027 - 30 Apr 2027
03 May 2027 - 14 May 2027
	Duration for Clinical Elective: 
Min 2 Weeks
>2 weeks (Subject to approval)

Duration for Clinical Elective with Scholarly Project:
6 Weeks (Subject to approval)
	Hands-Off observership
	Objectives:
The 2-weeks elective is intended to provide medical students with basic knowledge of cardiac and/or thoracic surgery. The posting aims to help student to develop in‐depth understanding of cardiopulmonary physiology as applied in the ICU and cardiothoracic surgical setting. Also, to stimulate interest in students who may wish to further pursue their career in this extremely challenging surgical field.

Students will be expected to follow and participate in the ward rounds and assist the team in their ward work under supervision as well as joining in the many core curriculum teaching sessions and conferences organized by the NHCS for junior doctors.

	Anaesthesiology
	Feb – Jun 2026
	Min/Max 2 weeks
	Hands-On elective
	Objectives:
· Perioperative management
· Airway management
· Pain management
· Basics of equipment

	Supportive & Palliative Care
	All year
	Min 2 weeks,
Max 4 weeks
	Hands-On elective
	Objectives:
· Recognize and assess common symptoms in a patient receiving palliative care
· Conduct comprehensive pain assessment
· Identify the working principles of the WHO Analgesic Ladder and its application
· List the goals, principles and pharmacology of symptom control in palliative care.
· Recognize and discuss common psychosocial issues encountered in patients
·  Observe the interdisciplinary approach to patient care including collaboration with community partners.
· Participate in the care of patients at the end of life
· Observe the application of communication skills in clinical encounters surrounding serious illness and or end of life discussions.  
· Observe the approach to common ethical dilemmas in palliative medicine.

	Family Medicine & Continuing Care
	All year
	Min 1 week,
Max 4 weeks
	Hands-Off observership
	Objectives:
This is an elective observership of transitional care services with the Family Medicine & Continuing Care (FMCC)in Singapore Genera Hospital including: (a) Transitional Home Care Service (Hospital to Home- H2H) 
(b) Mobile Inpatient Care @ Home (MIC@Home, also known as SGH@Home- a Hospital at Home care model), 
(c) Other discharge planning and care coordination services. 

The summative goals of these services are to improve patient outcomes, reduce unnecessary hospital utilization, reduce preventable readmissions back to the hospital and right site care in the community.


	Surgery and Surgical Oncology
	All year (limited availability on certain months)
	Min 2 weeks,
Max 4 weeks
	Hands-On elective* 

*Hands-off observation at Operating Theatres and Endoscopy Centre
	Objectives:
Provide opportunity to observe surgeons in action and gain first-hand experience in a Singapore hospital setting.  

Activities which are strictly Hands-Off:
Hands-off observation at Operating Theatres and Endoscopy Centre 

Activities which can be Hands-On:
Allowed to participate in learning activities such as history taking and physical examination and assist in certain procedures if the supervisor is agreeable. All these activities should be done under supervision by the supervisor.

	Colorectal Surgery
	All year
	Min 2 weeks,
Max 4 weeks
	Hands-Off observership
	Objectives:
Management of elective and emergency colorectal conditions in the inpatient and outpatient setting.

	Rheumatology & Immunology
*(Only elective students on their official elective periods from their respective universities will be considered. Elective students intending to join SGH RHI on their own accord and not during their medical school’s elective period will not be considered)
	Jan-Mar (yearly)
	Min/Max 2 weeks
	Hands-On elective
	Objectives: 
The elective to The Department of Rheumatology & Immunology, Singapore General Hospital allows in-depth clinical exposure to the specialty. This specialist department in Singapore’s largest tertiary hospital sees and receives patients with a multitude of disorders comprising inflammatory arthritis and connective tissue diseases, as well as osteoarthritis and crystal arthropathies (eg gout).

Hands-On:
It offers the student excellent experience in evaluating patients with a careful history taking, physical examination and formulation of a management plan, with discussion by the team doctors. Students will be rotated through the Rheumatology inpatient team (managing Rheumatology patients) and Rheumatology referral team (seeing referrals from other Departments) during their elective posting.

	Anatomical Pathology
	All year
(except Jun & Dec 2026)
	Min 1 week,
Max 4 weeks
	Hands-Off observership
	Title of Program:
An Introduction to Anatomical Pathology

Description of program:
2 or 4 weeks posting to get exposure to life as a resident in anatomical pathology. Student will be exposed to surgical pathology, cytopathology, frozen section, fine-needle aspiration, and multidisciplinary tumour boards. He/she will have a better understanding on the involvement of pathologists in patient care. In addition, he/she will gain a deeper appreciation on how a pathology lab functions.

	Microbiology
	All year
(except Jun & Dec 2026)
	2 weeks recommended, although the posting is flexible. Students with a specific interest can opt to extend the elective to work on a project and are advised to contact the Department well in advance of the elective.
	Hands-Off observership
	Title of Program:
Introduction to Clinical Microbiology

Description of program:
Student will be assigned to various laboratory sections and be apprenticed to medical technologists to learn laboratory techniques. The microbiologist will meet with the student 3x a week to discuss clinical cases and share active work issues. A simple, achievable project will give the start-up student confidence in future academic pursuits.

	Clinical Pathology
	All year
(except Jun & Dec 2026)
	Min 1 week,
Max 2 weeks
	Hands-Off observership
	Title of Program:
Introduction to Clinical Pathology

Description of program:
The program provides an immersive experience in modern clinical biochemistry laboratory practices and would include the following:
1) Gain insights on how the Chemical Pathology and Clinical Biochemistry team play a pivotal role in multidisciplinary clinical care 
2) Observe clinical biochemical testing, understand the rationale behind testing and the interpretations of results. 
3) Observe the use of cutting-edge technology, advanced robotics and automation in a tertiary hospital’s Clinical Biochemistry Laboratory.
4) Interact with chemical pathologists, residents, scientists and medical technologists. Experience life of a chemical pathologist and a chemical pathology resident

	Haematology Lab
	All year
(Case-by-case basis especially during festive season)
	Min 2 weeks,
Max 4 weeks
	Hands-On elective
	Title of Program:
Introduction to Haematology Laboratory

Description of program:
Students will learn about blood testing and diagnosis, observe blood sample analysis, and understand common haematology tests. They will see how a haematology lab operates and how test results help doctors diagnose and treat blood disorders. This posting gives students practical insight into the important role of laboratory haematology in patient care.

	Medical Oncology
	All year
	Min 2 weeks,
Max 8 weeks
	Hands-On elective &
Hands-Off observership
	Objectives:
To gain first-hand experience in the holistic spectrum of care for patients with cancer - both in the acute (inpatient) and sub-acute (outpatient) settings.

	Ophthalmology
	All year
	Min/Max 2 weeks
	Hands-Off observership
	Objectives:
· Understand the management of common and acute ophthalmology cases
· Gain exposure to ophthalmic surgery / procedures and the various subspecialties in ophthalmology 
· Be familiar with common ancillary ophthalmic investigations 

	Hand & Reconstructive Microsurgery
	All year
	Min 2 weeks,
Max 4 weeks
	Hands-On elective
	Objectives:
Learn more about hand and microsurgery surgery.

Hands-On:
The student will be allowed to join in the clinic and operating theatre throughout the posting.

	Orthopaedic Surgery
	All year
(except Aug, Sep, and Oct 2026)
	Min 2 weeks,
Max 4 weeks
	Hands-On elective
	Objectives:
Clinical Posting. Gain exposure to Orthopaedic Surgery

Hands-On:
The student will be allowed to join in the clinic and operating theatre throughout the posting.

	Rehabilitation Medicine
	All year. Subject to availability
	Min/Max 2 weeks
	Hands-On elective
	Objectives:
Able to define rehab needs of patient using the international classification of function (ICF)

Hands-On:
History taking and physical examination of rehab patients

	General Surgery
	All year
	Min 2 weeks,
Max 4 weeks
	Hands-On elective &
Hands-Off observership
	Objectives:
· increase exposure to emergency General Surgery and trauma cases
· expand on general surgical knowledge and principles
· exposure to local practices and differences in the management of emergency General Surgery and trauma patients
· develop interest in emergency General Surgery procedures/surgeries and management of general surgical and trauma patients

Hands-Off:
· observation of ward rounds and outpatient clinic patient interactions
· observation of endoscopic procedures
· observation of minor and major surgical procedures in operating theatre environment
· observation of management processes for trauma and acute surgical emergencies
· discussion of cases with supervisors/mentors
· attend Departmental and junior doctors’ teaching sessions
· didactic lectures and tutorials with other medical students within the hospital

Hands-On:
· in addition to the above (Hands-Off)
· participate with General Surgery teams on ward rounds and in outpatient clinics
· clinical interactions with patients at bedside or in outpatient clinics
· interaction with patients for history-taking and physical/clinical examination

	Psychiatry
	NOT TAKING IN ANY STUDENTS IN 2026

	Internal Medicine
	All year
(Preferably end Apr - 2nd week of Jun 2026)
	Max 2 weeks
	Hands-Off observership
	Objectives: 
To observe inpatient management of general medicine patient 
Admitted in SGH 
Observe some procedures that can be done in the wards 
Observe patient communications and multidisciplinary care of admitted 
Patients including role of allied health like PT/OT speech therapy 
Learn about health care systems in the local setting

	Dermatology
	All year
(limited availability in Jun and Dec 2026)
	Min 2 weeks,
Max 4 weeks
	Hands-Off observership
	Objectives:
To gain experience in the recognition and management of medical dermatological conditions in the inpatient and outpatient setting 

Hands-Off:
Programme includes attending ward rounds, attachments to outpatient general and subspecialty dermatology clinics, procedure suites and attending department teaching sessions. 
Research opportunities may be available and will require at least 4 weeks of attachment.

	Neonatal & Developmental Medicine
	All year (limited availability in Jun and Dec 2026)
	Min 1 week,
Max 2 weeks
	Hands-Off observership
	Objectives:
To deepen understanding in common conditions affecting term newborns and problems related to preterm birth. 

Observe and learn how anticipatory guidance is shared with caregivers at inpatient and outpatient settings.

	Otorhinolaryngology–Head & Neck Surgery
	All year
(depending on senior staff availability and medical students rotating through ENT)
	Min 2 weeks,
Max 4 weeks
	Hands-On elective
	Objectives:
To observe the management of common ENT conditions in the outpatient and inpatient setting.

Hands-on:
Assist in procedures under consultant supervision

	Urology
	All year
(except Jun, Oct-Dec 2026)
	Max 2 weeks
	Hands-Off observership
	Objectives:
Deepen understanding of urological pathologies and management, enhance clinical examination and diagnostic skills and gain insights into multidisciplinary care of urology patients in a tertiary setting. 

Hands-Off: 
Students are exposed to a wide spectrum of urological conditions in SGH Urology. Students will participate and observe in ward rounds, outpatient clinics, and endoscopic, laparoscopic, robotic and open urological procedures.



