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Journal of Medical Ethics is world’s leading bioethics journal,
according to new rankings

Singapore, 4 August 2025 — The Journal of Medical Ethics (JME), published by BMJ, has just
been ranked the number 1 bioethics journal in the world according to the 2025 Google Scholar
Metrics, reaffirming its status as the leading global platform for cutting-edge work in medical
and bioethics. The journal is co-led by Associate Professor Brian D Earp, Director of the EARP
Lab (Experimental Bioethics, Atrtificial Intelligence, and Relational Moral Psychology Lab)
within the Centre for Biomedical Ethics (CBmE), based at the Yong Loo Lin School of
Medicine, National University of Singapore (NUS Medicine). He recently took up the role of
Co-Editor-in-Chief alongside Professor Lucy Frith, University of Manchester, and Associate
Professor Arianne Shahvisi, Brighton & Sussex Medical School.

The JME features articles on various ethical aspects of health care relevant to healthcare
professionals, members of clinical ethics committees, medical ethics professionals,
researchers and bioscientists, policy makers, and patients. It seeks to promote ethical
reflection and conduct in scientific research and medical practice.

Google Scholar Metrics provides a widely used, publicly accessible measure of journal impact
based on citation data. By ranking journals according to their h5-index, which captures the
number of highly cited articles published in the last five years, it offers an indication of a
journal’s influence and visibility within its field.

The announcement coincides with the journal’s 50th anniversary and a new chapter in its
editorial leadership, with the appointment of the Associate Professor Earp, Professor Frith and
Associate Professor Shahvisi as its new editors.

The new editors have published an open access editorial in the journal laying out their editorial
philosophy for the journal, saying, "Between us, we have a mix of political opinions, and we
have distinct academic and personal backgrounds. What we share is a conviction that
reasoned argument, conceptual clarity and scrupulous engagement with evidence should be
at the core of scholarship in medical ethics. We look forward to leading the JME over the
coming months and years, continuing to raise the bar for tightly-argued, novel contributions in
medical ethics and expanding the reach and inclusiveness of the journal."

“'m honoured to help lead the Journal of Medical Ethics at such an exciting moment in its
history,” said A/Prof Earp. “I'm especially looking forward to working closely with my fellow


https://jme.bmj.com/
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=top_venues&hl=en&vq=soc_bioethics
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=top_venues&hl=en&vq=soc_bioethics
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=top_venues&hl=en&vq=soc_bioethics
https://jme.bmj.com/content/51/8/505

editors-in-chief to build on the journal’s strong legacy of publishing rigorous, influential, and
timely work in medical ethics.”

With its international editorial team and interdisciplinary scope, the Journal of Medical
Ethics continues to shape policy, practice, and scholarship at the intersection of medicine,
ethics, and society.
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About National University of Singapore (NUS)

The National University of Singapore (NUS) is Singapore’s flagship university, which offers a
global approach to education, research, and entrepreneurship, with a focus on Asian
perspectives and expertise. We have 15 colleges, faculties, and schools across three
campuses in Singapore, with more than 40,000 students from 100 countries enriching our
vibrant and diverse campus community. We have also established more than 20 NUS
Overseas Colleges entrepreneurial hubs around the world.

Our multidisciplinary and real-world approach to education, research and entrepreneurship
enables us to work closely with industry, governments, and academia to address crucial and
complex issues relevant to Asia and the world. Researchers in our faculties, research centres
of excellence, corporate labs and more than 30 university-level research institutes focus on
themes that include energy; environmental and urban sustainability; treatment and prevention
of diseases; active ageing; advanced materials; risk management and resilience of financial
systems; Asian studies; and Smart Nation capabilities such as artificial intelligence, data
science, operations research, and cybersecurity.

For more information on NUS, please visit http://www.nus.edu.sg/

About the NUS Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine (NUS Medicine)

The NUS Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine is Singapore’s first and largest medical school.
Our enduring mission centres on nurturing highly competent, values-driven, and inspired
healthcare professionals to transform the practice of medicine and improve health around the
world.

Through a dynamic and future-oriented five-year curriculum that is inter-disciplinary and inter-
professional in nature, our students undergo a holistic learning experience that exposes them
to multiple facets of healthcare and prepares them to become visionary leaders and
compassionate doctors and nurses of tomorrow. Since the School’s founding in 1905, more
than 12,000 graduates have passed through our doors.

In our pursuit of health for all, our strategic research programmes focus on innovative, cutting-
edge biomedical research with collaborators around the world to deliver high impact solutions
to benefit human lives.

The School is the oldest institution of higher learning in the National University of Singapore
and a founding institutional member of the National University Health System. It is one of the
leading medical schools in Asia and ranks among the best in the world (Times Higher
Education World University Rankings 2025 by subject and the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS)
World University Rankings by subject 2025).

For more information about NUS Medicine, please visit https://medicine.nus.edu.sg/
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