of Singapore

PRESS RELEASE

23 June 2025 | FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Associate Professor Brian D. Earp appointed Co-Editor-in-Chief of
Journal of Medical Ethics in landmark 50th year

Singapore, 23 June 2025 — Associate Professor Brian D. Earp of the Yong Loo Lin School of
Medicine, National University of Singapore (NUS Medicine) has been appointed the next Co-
Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Medical Ethics (JME), one of the world’s leading platforms for
ethical scholarship in medicine and healthcare.

An Associate Professor of Biomedical Ethics in the Centre for Biomedical Ethics at NUS
Medicine, Assoc Prof Earp also holds courtesy appointments as Associate Professor of
Philosophy and of Psychology at NUS, reflecting his wide-ranging interdisciplinary expertise.

Before joining NUS, Assoc Prof Earp was a Senior Research Fellow in the Faculty of
Philosophy at the University of Oxford. He is an elected member of the UK Young Academy,
an initiative of the British Academy and the Royal Society, recognising early-career
researchers of exceptional achievement and promise. At NUS, he directs both the Oxford-
NUS Centre for Neuroethics and Society and the EARP Lab (Experimental Bioethics, Artificial
Intelligence, and Relational Moral Psychology Lab).

Assoc Prof Earp will assume the role of Co-Editor-in-Chief, alongside Professor Lucy Frith
(University of Manchester) and Associate Professor Arianne Shahvisi (Brighton and Sussex
Medical School). This editorial transition comes at a historic moment as the journal celebrates
its 50th year of publication under the BMJ.

“With my co-editors, | look forward to carrying on the proud tradition of the Journal of Medical
Ethics,” said Assoc Prof Earp. “We aim to uphold its reputation for bringing rigorous
philosophical and empirically informed analysis to the most pressing ethical issues in
healthcare. I'm especially proud to represent Singapore and NUS in helping to lead this
globally influential journal.”

Professor Julian Savulescu, Chen Su Lan Centennial Professor of Medical Ethics and Director
of the Centre for Biomedical Ethics at NUS Medicine, also a two-time previous editor of the
JME, welcomed the announcement, “Brian is one of the most dynamic and original thinkers in
bioethics today. His appointment to lead the Journal of Medical Ethics is a testament to his



scholarly excellence, breadth of vision, and deep commitment to responsible and inclusive
academic publishing.”

Professor Chong Yap Seng, Dean of the NUS Medicine, added, “We are delighted to see
Assoc Prof Earp take on this important global leadership role. His appointment reflects the
growing international recognition of Singapore as a hub for ethical research and thought
leadership in medicine and society.”

Assoc Prof Earp is a leading scholar in bioethics with an h-index of over 50 and more than
100 peer-reviewed articles cited at least ten times each. He is widely recognised for his work
on the ethics of paediatric surgery, especially concerning bodily integrity and children’s rights.
He also contributes extensively to scholarship on scientific integrity, reproducibility, and the
ethics of peer review.

He holds a BA with distinction in Cognitive Science from Yale University, a Master of Science
in Experimental Psychology from the University of Oxford, and a further Master’s in the History,
Philosophy, and Sociology of Science, Technology, and Medicine from the University of
Cambridge, where he was a Cambridge Trust Scholar at Trinity College. He earned his PhD
jointly in Philosophy and Psychology from Yale University, where he was a Benjamin Franklin
Graduate Fellow.

The JME was established in 1975 and is published by BMJ. It remains one of the most
influential journals in its field, publishing cutting-edge work on ethical issues in clinical practice,
biomedical research, public health, and health policy.

In addition to being appointed as Co-Editor-in-Chief of the JME, Assoc Prof Earp has also
been appointed Editor-in-Chief of a new open access companion journal to the JME, covering
the whole field of bioethics and also published by the BMJ: JME Practical Bioethics, which will
be accepting initial submissions later this month.

“JME Practical Bioethics will have a broader scope than JME, and a more translational and
applied focus, with an emphasis on rigorous empirical work spanning global and local
contexts, in addition to traditional philosophical analysis,” said Assoc Prof Earp. “We are
building a top-tier international team of editors to ensure a successful launch of this new
platform for cutting-edge bioethical debate and scholarship.”
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About National University of Singapore (NUS)

The National University of Singapore (NUS) is Singapore’s flagship university, which offers a
global approach to education, research, and entrepreneurship, with a focus on Asian
perspectives and expertise. We have 16 colleges, faculties, and schools across three
campuses in Singapore, with more than 40,000 students from 100 countries enriching our
vibrant and diverse campus community. We have also established more than 20 NUS
Overseas Colleges entrepreneurial hubs around the world.

Our multidisciplinary and real-world approach to education, research and entrepreneurship
enables us to work closely with industry, governments, and academia to address crucial and
complex issues relevant to Asia and the world. Researchers in our faculties, research centres
of excellence, corporate labs and more than 30 university-level research institutes focus on
themes that include energy; environmental and urban sustainability; treatment and prevention
of diseases; active ageing; advanced materials; risk management and resilience of financial
systems; Asian studies; and Smart Nation capabilities such as artificial intelligence, data
science, operations research, and cybersecurity.

For more information on NUS, please visit /
About the NUS Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine (NUS Medicine)

The NUS Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine is Singapore’s first and largest medical school. Our
enduring mission centres on nurturing highly competent, values-driven, and inspired
healthcare professionals to transform the practice of medicine and improve health around the
world.

Through a dynamic and future-oriented five-year curriculum that is inter-disciplinary and inter-
professional in nature, our students undergo a holistic learning experience that exposes them
to multiple facets of healthcare and prepares them to become visionary leaders and
compassionate doctors and nurses of tomorrow. Since the School’s founding in 1905, more
than 12,000 graduates have passed through our doors.

In our pursuit of health for all, our strategic research programmes focus on innovative, cutting-
edge biomedical research with collaborators around the world to deliver high impact solutions
to benefit human lives.

The School is the oldest institution of higher learning in the National University of Singapore
and a founding institutional member of the National University Health System. It is one of the
leading medical schools in Asia and ranks among the best in the world (Times Higher
Education World University Rankings 2025 by subject and the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS)
World University Rankings by subject 2025).

For more information about NUS Medicine, please visit https://medicine.nus.edu.sqg/
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