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Abstract

Bacteria inhabit virtually all environments and influence ecosystem function
and host health, from disease suppression in plant roots to modulation of
nutrient uptake in the human gut. T 3¢ ‘outcomes depend on interspecies
interactions within microbial commu.nia.g'The Ting Lab in Taiwan investigates
the molecular mechanisms that enable bacteria to survive and thrive in
multispecies settings. We focus on the type VI secretion system (T6SS), a
widespread protein translocation pathway that injects antibacterial toxins into
neighboring cells. By defining how delivered toxins disrupt conserved cellular
targets, we aim to reveal essential, previously unappreciated determ' fants/of
bacterial survival and inform novel antibiotic strategies.
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