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Abstract
I started my research on bat-borne viruses in 1994. In the last three decades,
we have had multiple zoonotic diseases outbreaks caused by bat-borne
viruses from Hendra Nipah, SARS to MERS, Ebola and COVID-19. Bats are
now known as one of, if not, the most important virus reservoirs. Bats are
also the longest living mammal relative to body size. In this presentation, I
will share my journey and lessons learnt from studying bat viruses and bat
immunology in the context of pandemic preparedness and translating “bat
knowledge” into improving human health. this seminar will be a mix of
science, philosophy and personal reflections.

From bat-virus man to bat-man:  my 30-year 
career journey in studying viruses and bats
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