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Rabies in Bali: Updates and Challenges
Abstract
Rabies continues to pose a significant threat to human and animal health in Bali,
Indonesia, since its re-introduction in 2008. Intensive control programs, particularly mass
dog vaccination campaigns, have markedly reduced the number of human cases, while
community education and improved accessibility of post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) have
strengthened the public health response. Recent progress demonstrates Bali’s
commitment to Indonesia’s national target of achieving rabies-free status by 2030.
However, several challenges persist. Maintaining sufficient and sustainable vaccination
coverage is difficult due to the island’s high dog population turnover, free-roaming dog
ecology, and occasional gaps in program implementation. Limited resources, logistical
constraints, and uneven community compliance further complicate control efforts.
Additionally, strengthening surveillance systems, rapid case detection, and intersectoral
coordination remain urgent needs. To achieve elimination, sustained political will,
adequate funding, and active community participation are essential. A One Health
approach—integrating veterinary, public health, and community-based strategies—offers
the most promising path forward to overcome these barriers and ensure a rabies-free Bali.
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