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Title: _____________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ (the “Work”)

In consideration of the acceptance of the Work for publication in The Asia Pacific Scholar journal, I/we hereby agree to the following:
Authorship Responsibility
Authorship
1. All authors of the Work meet all 4 criteria of authorship listed under International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE):
1) Substantial contributions to the conception or design of the Work; or the acquisition, analysis, or interpretation of data for the Work; AND
2) Drafting the Work or revising it critically for important intellectual content; AND
3) Final approval of the version of the Work to be published; AND
4) Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the Work in ensuring that questions related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved.
2. Large Language Models (LLMs), such as ChatGPT, do not satisfy our authorship criteria, hence, LLMs will not be recognised as part of the authorship in the Work. Notably an attribution of authorship carries with it accountability for the Work, which cannot be effectively applied to LLMs.
3. Ghost authors who qualify for authorship of the Work shall be omitted. 
4. No gift or guest authors shall be included in the authorship of the Work.
5. Authors shall ensure that all informed consent are taken as per the Ethical Review Board Approval.
6. Each author should describe his or her role(s) in and contribution(s) to the Work in the space below (It is insufficient to state "All authors were involved in conceptual development, data collection, data analysis, read and final approved of the manuscript."):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Originality
7. The undersigned represent and warrant that:
a. the Work is original and does not infringe upon any copyright or other proprietary right of any third party; 
b. neither the Work nor any article with substantially similar content under our authorship is being considered for publication elsewhere or has been previously published in printed or electronic form or has been licensed, except as described at Clause 11 below;
c. the above-referenced article does not contain any material of an obscene, libellous or otherwise unlawful nature; and
d. we have obtained permission for and have acknowledged the source of any illustrations, diagrams, excerpts or other material included in the Work of which we are not the copyright owners.
8. The undersigned shall indemnify and keep indemnified the National University of Singapore, its employees, servants and agents against all claims and expenses (including legal costs and expenses) arising from any breach of the representations and warranties set out at Clause 7 above.
9. The authors confirm that they have reviewed and approved the final version of the Work and that they have taken due care to ensure its integrity.
10. This manuscript submission form is valid for three months from manuscript submission. If the Work is not published within the said three months, the authors shall be required to submit a fresh manuscript submission form. 
11. Authors shall include a full statement to the editor about all submissions and previous reports that might be regarded as redundant publication of the same or substantially similar work (such as a letter to the editor, a preprint or an abstract or poster displayed at a scientific meeting) in the space below. Any such work should be referred to specifically, and referenced in the new paper. 
Please provide the statement in the following by stating the necessary information such as DOI and the URL link and include a disclaimer if the previous work is ‘not peer reviewed’.
Please indicate “NA” if not applicable.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. Please declare any use of an LLM in connection with the Work. In addition, such use shall be properly documented in the Methods and/or the Acknowledgements section of Work. 
Please indicate “NA” if not applicable.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


13. Authors shall complete the Manuscript Guidelines Checklist and submit it together with the cover letter. The Manuscript Guidelines Checklist for all categories can be found on the TAPS website. Please tick the checkbox below if you have completed the checklist.
☐	Yes, I have ensured that the manuscript adheres to the guidelines.
Usage of Artificial Intelligence Tools for Publicity Materials
14. The Asia Pacific Scholar journal may utilise artificial intelligence (AI) tools to generate summaries of published Works, create audio recordings or podcasts, and disseminate such materials for promotional purposes, including but not limited to publication on the journal’s website, social media platforms, and other publicity channels. The journal will make reasonable efforts to ensure AI-generated materials accurately reflect the content and intent of the Work.
Please indicate whether the Work, if published, may be used for the aforementioned activities.
☐          Yes, I consent to the use of AI to generate publicity materials as described above.
☐          No, I do not consent to the use of AI to generate publicity materials as described above.
Conflict of Interest
15. Please disclose any potential conflict of interest pertaining to the Work. This includes any financial or personal interests, direct or indirect, real or perceived, that could be considered as exerting influence on any of the authors or the Work. This conforms with the ICMJE guidelines on disclosure for potential conflict of interests.
Please indicate “NA” if not applicable.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Copyright Transfer
16. I/we hereby assign and transfer to the National University of Singapore all rights, title, and interest in and to the copyright in the Work.  
17. In the event that the Work is not accepted for publication or is otherwise not published, this agreement shall become null and void.
Governing Law and Jurisdiction
18. This agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of Singapore. Any dispute arising out of or in connection with this agreement, including any question regarding its existence, validity or termination shall be referred to and finally resolved by arbitration in Singapore in the English language by a sole arbitrator in accordance with the Arbitration Rules of the Singapore International Arbitration Centre ("SIAC Rules") for the time being in force which rules are deemed to be incorporated by reference in this Clause.




______________________              ______________________            ______________________  
         Author’s Name                                      Signature                                            Date

______________________              ______________________            ______________________  
         Author’s Name                                      Signature                                            Date

______________________              ______________________            ______________________  
         Author’s Name                                      Signature                                            Date
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