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Our 3-Pronged Approach
2

Provides a forum for young and experience

clinician scientists to network. Meet and

Greet sessions provides dialogue platform

for young clinician scientists to seek

wisdom and be inspired by giants of the

field. Dialogue sessions allows clinician

scientist to seek guidance and share

experiences.

Conducts regular talks and workshops to

train and equip our young clinician scientist

with the knowledge and skills on a wide

range of topics to enhance their research

capabilities. Nurturing clinician scientists

to progress in their research career in the

future world research.

Provide research grants to support young

talents with funding to embark on their

research and build their research portfolio.

RSU provides professional support for

biostatistics, systematic review, medical &

scientific communication and scientific

illustration. Research concierge provides

administrative support and guidance to

pipeline clinician scientists.

SUPPORT ENABLE NURTURE

Grant funding
ExxonMobil-NUS Research Fellowship
NCSP 2.0
Collaborative Research Grant
(Medicine + X)

NUS COM 
NUS CDE 
NUS FASS

Research Concierge 
Research Support Unit (RSU)

Skills Equip 
Sat Training Series
Workshop / Seminars

Exposure to wet-lab 
Research Try out

Resources
CS Guidebook
CS Spotlight  
Yearbook
NUHS Collaborative Resource 

Networking sessions 
NUHS Clinician Scientist Evening
Outreach Roadshows
Residency Open House

Focus Group Engagement 
Head of Department
Data Engagement
National Clinician Scientists
Non-clinical Assistant Professors
NCSP Awardees



CS Definition

National CS
Ongoing PIs of NMRC Human Capital Awards (STaR, CSA,
HCSA, CIA).

Cluster Clinician Researchers 

Ongoing
Independent 
clinician PIs 

Not ongoing PIs of NMRC Human Capital Awards (STaR, CSA,
HCSA, CIA), and meet all the following criteria:

 Holds a MD/MBBS/BDS (for a doctor/dentist) or is a
Healthcare/Health Science Professional*.

1.

Ongoing independent PI of at least 1 national/international
grant of IRG-level (e.g. CS IRG, HSRG, NHIC I2D) or has
funding from private (e.g. industry funding) / philanthropic
sources. 

2.

The grant should not be TA, NIG, YIRG or equivalent
level of award.
Ongoing PIs of NMRC grants under the following
programmes can be included:

CS Individual Research Grant (CS IRG)i.
Clinical Trial Grant (CTG)ii.
COVID-19 Research Fundiii.
Health Services Research Grant (HSRG)iv.
Population Health Research Grant (PHRG)v.
National Innovation Challenge on Active and
Confident Ageing (NIC Ageing)

vi.

Open Fund – Individual Research Grant (OF IRG)vii.
Open Fund - Large Collaborative Grant (OF LCG) -
to include corresponding PIs and Theme PIs

viii.

Cluster
Designated CS

Holds a MD/MBBS/BDS (for a doctor/dentist) or is a Healthcare
or Health Science Professional and belong to the following:

Leads, Theme and Core PIs of centre grants1.
NUH top 10% for research index (publication and/or grant
performance) & NUS EX grading for research – 3 out of 3
years (This includes Clinicians from NUH and NUS who are
in the top 10% for 3 consecutive years)

2.

CS Definition

CS Pipeline

NMRC-Supported 
CS Pipeline

Ongoing recipients of TA, CIDA, NMRC RTF and CS Residents

Cluster-Support 
CS Pipeline

Not ongoing recipient of NMRC Talent Awards (STaR, CSA,
HCSA, CIA, TA, CIDA, NMRC RTF or CS residency) or already
listed as a Cluster Clinician Researcher, and meet all the
following criteria:

 Holds a MD/MBBS/BDS (for a doctor/dentist) or
Healthcare/Health Science Professionals*.

1.

Undergoing or completed formal research training
typically not exceeding 8 years and identified by
cluster/medical school to be groomed as CS 

2.

* Healthcare/Health Science Professionals - Nurses, Pharmacists, and Allied Health Professionals (AHPs) who are in
clinical practice, doing research in clinical settings or doing research with clinical and healthcare
applications/relevance. Ref. MOH website for the list of AHPs: https://www.moh.gov.sg/hpp/allied-health-
professionals/career-practices/CareerNPracticesDetails/allied-health-professions

N
U

H
S 

CS Numbers as of 31 Dec 2024

2024 
CS Numbers:
236
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https://www.moh.gov.sg/hpp/allied-health-professionals/career-practices/CareerNPracticesDetails/allied-health-professions
https://www.moh.gov.sg/hpp/allied-health-professionals/career-practices/CareerNPracticesDetails/allied-health-professions


Research Collaboration Grant Call Winner: 
Nudge Behaviour in Healthcare (FASS)
Engineering in Medicine (CDE)

Meet & Greet with ClavystBio
Saturday Talk:

Visual Storytelling & Graphic Design
A*STAR Scholars Roadshow
ExxonMobil - NUS Research
Fellowship Grant Call (Apr)
Data Engagement
Workshop: 3D Printing for CSes
Saturday Talk: Winning NMRC Grants

Research Collaboration
Grant Call Winner: 

AI in Medicine
NCSP2.0 Jun Grant Call
Saturday Talk: Winning
NMRC Grants

Oct

NCSP2.0 Oral Presentation 
Jun 2024 Grant Call

Workshop: 
Defining Research Excellence
Fireside chat with Prof Annie Huang
CS Academy Data Boot Camp

Lunch with Dossier Writer 

Mar

Research Collaboration Engagement: 
AI in Medicine (NUS COM)

Grant Call: AI in Medicine
Engagement Session:

National CSes at IMCB
Non-Clinical Assistant Professors

Saturday Talk: Winning NMRC Grants

2024 ADVENTURES
The journey in becoming a Clinician-Scientist matters as much as the destination.

Jan

Feb

Apr

May

Sessions by Prof Howard Baucher:
Publishing in Influential Journals
Data Sharing a New Era
Reflections on Mentoring

NCSP2.0 Oral Presentation 
Dec 2023 Grant Call

Engagement with HODs
Saturday Talk: 

Clinical Trial Start-up & Budgeting

Jun

JulResidency Open House
Engagement with NCSP Awardees
Saturday Talk: Clinical Research
Methodology & Sample Size Calculation

Aug

NTFGH Roadshow
Sessions by Prof Howard Baucher:

Tips for writing 1st paper 
Structure of a scientific manuscript 

NUHS Clinician Scientist Evening
Saturday Talk: Navigating IP Protection &
Strategic Industry Partnerships

Sep

Research Collaboration Engagement: 
Foundation Models in Medicine
Nudge Behaviour in Healthcare (NUS FASS)
Engineering in Medicine (NUS CDE)
HSR & Implementation

Saturday Talk: Introduction to Writing a
Systematic Review Following Cochrane Methods

Nov Dec

4

Workshop: Publishing for Impact
Saturday Talk: How to be
successful in my DSRB application     

1st time round

NUHS CS Academy Retreat & 5th Year Anniversary
Celebration. Theme: Dream, Shape & Aim!



Engagement Session with 
NUS/NUHS Nursing & 

Allied Health Professional

Support 5NUHS Research Collaborations (Medicine + X)

Health Service Research & ImplementationThursday, 08 August 2024NUHS Tower Block T09-03/04 

The engagement session facilitates network

with AHP and nursing colleagues as potential

collaborators for the NUHS Seed Fund-HPHSR,

for a quantum of up to $250,000 for 3 years.



Support 6NUHS Research Collaborations (Medicine + X)



Collaborative Research Grant (Medicine + X)

Quantum
$100K – 200K per project 
(50/50 split for projects with CDE Engineers)

Duration  2 years (1 August 2024 – 31 July 2026) 

Eligibility  

NUS or NUHS clinicians, nurses, AHPs (listed on
MOH’s website) who have received in-depth
scientific training through a PhD programme,
Masters programme, or at least 2 years post-
doctoral intensive research experience.
PIs must have a primary appointment in and
salaried by NUHS entities. Lead PI must be in
Singapore at least 75% of the time during the
grant period. 

Deliverables

Outcomes of either:
applying for national level grant, or 
clinical implementation or innovation

For PIs without PhD, successful enrollment to PhD
within 5 years after grant end.
Invention disclosure within 3 years after grant
end.

7Support
Artificial Intelligence in Medicine

Grant Call

NUHS entities comprise of NUSMed, NUH, FOD, SSHSPH, AH, NTFGH, JCH, JMC & NUP

Engagement Session with 
NUS School of Computing

MedTech-AI

Wednesday, 8 May 2024

MD6 13-02-N 



Collaborative Research Grant (Medicine + X)

Quantum Each approved project can be funded for up to $80,000.

Duration  Project duration shall be up to 18 months.

Eligibility

NUHS PI/Co-PI: 
NUS or NUHS clinicians, nurses, AHPs who have
received in-depth scientific training through a PhD
programme, Masters programme, or at least 2 years
post-doctoral intensive research experience. PIs
must have a primary appointment in and salaried
by NUHS entities. PI must be in Singapore at least
75% of the time during the grant period.

FASS PI/Co-PI:
PI /Co-PI must be full-time tenure-track faculty
staff, Educator Track [Lecturers, Senior Lecturers
and Associate Professors (Educator Track)], Practice
Track, Research Track (tenured) and Research Track
(Senior Research Fellows and above). PIs and Co-PIs
must hold at least 75% appointment and perform
duties at NUS for a minimum of 9 months a year
and their contract term should exceed the project
duration.

Deliverables

Outcomes of either:
applying for national level grant, or 
clinical implementation or innovation

For PIs without PhD, successful enrollment to PhD
within 5 years after grant end.
Invention disclosure within 3 years after grant end.

8Support
NUHS-FASS Research

Collaboration Seed GrantEngagement Session with 
NUS Faculty of Arts & 

Social Sciences

Nudge Behaviour in HealthcareWednesday, 07 August 2024NUHS Tower Block T07-03



Collaborative Research Grant (Medicine + X)

Quantum
Each project will be awarded $100,000, with equal co-
funding from (i) NUHS’ seed grant funding and (ii) CDE’s
MOE Academic Research Fund (AcRF) Tier 1 grant funding.

Duration  2 years (1 February 2025 to 31 January 2027)

Eligibility

Each project must have 1 NUHS PI and 1 CDE PI.
Only PIs who have participated in the engagement
session will be eligible to apply for the EiM Grant Call.

For NUHS PIs only:
NUS or NUHS Clinicians, nurses, AHPs who have
received in-depth scientific training through a PhD
programme, Masters programme, or at least 2 years
post-doctoral intensive research experience.
PIs must have a primary appointment in and salaried
by NUHS entities. Lead PI must be in Singapore at
least 75% of the time during the grant period.

For CDE PIs only:
PIs must be a full-time tenure-track faculty staff,
Educator Track [Lecturers, Senior Lecturers and
Associate Professors (Educator Track)], Practice Track,
Research Track (tenured) or Research Track (Senior
Research Fellows and above). PIs must hold at least a
75% appointment and perform duties at NUS for a
minimum of 9 months a year and their contract term
should exceed the project duration.

Deliverables

Outcomes of either:
applying for national level grant, or 
clinical implementation or innovation

For PIs without PhD, successful enrollment to PhD
within 5 years after grant end.
Invention disclosure within 3 years after grant end.

9Support
Engineering in Medicine (EiM)

Grant Call
Engagement Session with 

College of Design & Engineering

Session 2 – MedTech-Digital

Thursday, 15 August 2024

NUHS Tower Block T10-02

MedTech-Imaging, Devices & Sensors
Wednesday, 14 August 2024

NUHS Tower Block T10-02

15 August 2024

Session 1: 14 August 2024



Quantum

$100,000 per awardee

Option 1
20% protected time (up to $2,500 per month or
$30,000 per year)
$70,000 grant funding to support awardee
research project

Option 2
40% protected time (up to $5,000 per month or
$60,000 per year)
$40,000 grant funding to support awardee
research project

Duration  1 year

Eligibility

Senior Resident/MO to Consultant level
Singaporean or Singapore PR
Must be able to commit 20% or 40% of time to
research
Attached to a basic science laboratory/research
facility for a period of 1 year
Supervisor/mentor must be academic staff from
NUS Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine

Deliverables

At least one original publication stemming from
this project within 1 year post grant end date
Generation of preliminary data sufficient leading
subsequently to an exploratory research grant
proposal and successful winning of a
competitive grant within the next 2 years

Support 10ExxonMobil-NUS Research Fellowship For Clinicians

ExxonMobil-NUS Research

Fellowship: April 2024

The ExxonMobil-NUS Research Fellowship for Clinicians sponsored by the ExxonMobil Scholarship Fund, is a local fellowship for

clinicians who wish to pursue research training in Singapore. The objective of the Fellowship is to recruit and nurture a

promising cadre of clinician-scientists in Singapore actively involved in translational research by ensuring protected time for

awardees to learn, undertake and develop a passion for research activity and administration.



Support 11NUHS Clinician Scientist Programme 
(NCSP 2.0)

NCSP 2.0 Grant CallTo nurture promising young clinicians, NCSP 2.0 has been launched to support young talents with

funding to embark on their research, build their research portfolio to eventually compete and

clinch a national level competitive research grant or talent award. 

NCSP 2.0 Awardees
(Dec 2023 Grant Call) 

Heartiest Congratulations

Dr Nicholas Chew
Associate Consultant ,  Cardiology,  NUHCS

"Hepatic Steatosis  and other Non- Standard Cardiometabol ic Risk  Factors among Pat ients
with Acute Myocardial  Infarct ion without Standard Modif iable Cardiovascular  R isk  Factors -
The iSMuRF Study."

Dr Cinnie Yentia Soekojo
Consultant ,  Haematology-Oncology,  NUH

"Understanding mechanisms of res istance to T-cel l  redirect ing therapy in mult ip le myeloma:
ins ights f rom s ingle cel l  sequencing and spat ial  omics."

Dr Ho Wen Teng Vanda
Associate Consultant ,  Medicine,  NUH

" Immunosenescence in latent TB infect ion."

Dr Frank Tay Sen Hee
Senior  Consultant ,  Rheumatology/ Medicine,  NUH

" IMMUNe-mediated diseases:  Epigenet ic PRedict ion,  biomarker Ident i f icat ion and Novel
Therapeut ics ( IMMUNEPRINT) ."

Dr Mayuri  Bhargava
Senior  Resident Phys ic ian,  Ophthalmology,  NUH

"Glycolyt ic shift  in  the Ret inal  P igment Epithel ium – A Biomarker of  Mitochondr ial
Dysfunct ion for  Ear ly  Intervent ion in Age-Related Macular  Degenerat ion (AMD)."

Dr Choi Yoon Seong 
Assistant Professor ,  Diagnost ic Radiology,  NUS

"Glymphatic neuroimaging:  L ink ing Alzheimer ’s  disease,  inf lammation and aging."

NCSP 2.0 Awardees
(Jun 2024 Grant Call) 

Heartiest Congratulations

Dr Aaron Foo Song Chuan
Associate Consultant ,  Neurosurgery/Surgery ,  NUH
"Test ing photosensit izer-mediated l ight therapy for  diffuse intr ins ic pont ine gl ioma – a deadly
cancer of  chi ldren."
Mentor:  Dr  Daniel  Teh Boon Loong

Dr Jing Mingxue
Consultant ,  Neurology/Medicine,  NUH
"Automated cT angiogram and cT perfus ion-based imaging Analys is  and plaque Character izat ion
for  r isK st rat i f icat ion in Intracranial  Atherosclerot ic Disease –  The ATTACK-ICAD Study."
Mentor:  Dr  Leonard Yeo Leong-Li t t  

Dr Tan Xiang Xuan Eunice
Consultant ,  NUCOT L iver  Transplant Programme, Gastroenterology &
Hepatology/Medicine,  NUH
"Enhancing Equity  in  L iver  Transplantat ion Using Machine Learning Algor i thms."
Mentor:  Dr  Mark Dhinesh Muthiah

Dr Loh Ser Pheng John
Consultant ,  Oral  & Maxi l lofacial  Surgery ,  NUCOHS
"The Chimer ic Phantom Flap –  A Novel  3-D Pr inted High Fidel i ty  Model  for  Viabi l i ty  Evaluat ion of
Complex Free T issue F laps"
Mentor:  A/Prof Leo Hwa L iang

Dr Sarah Li  Weil ing
Consultant ,  Obstetr ics and Gynecology,  NUH
"AI-Powered CURA Appl icat ion for  Ident i fy ing At-Risk Pregnancies in Obstetr ic Management:
A Randomized Control led Tr ia l  (CURAte tr ia l )"
Mentor:  A/Prof Chan Shiao-Yng & A/Prof Tai  Bee Choo

Dr Tan Chin Lik
Associate Consultant ,  Neurosurgery/Surgery ,  NUH
" Invest igat ing react ive astrocyte subtypes and their  ro le in gl ia l  scar formation fol lowing
intracerebral  haemorrhage."
Mentor:  A/Prof Raymond Seet Chee Seong

Quantum

Total Funding: $400K, components include:
Grant Funding: $100K per annum x 2 years
(Manpower, Equipment & Consumables, Training)
Award to Department*: $80K per annum x 2 years
(Backfill up to 40%) 
Award to Mentor*: $20K per annum x 2 years

 * Flexibility to vire to grant funding

Duration  2 years

Eligibility

All NUHS clinicians from AH, NTFGH, NUH, NUP, NUS
Medicine, NUS SSHSPH, NUS Dentistry, NUS ALCNS. 
Senior Residents entering NUHS employment, Associate
Consultant or Consultant.
Applicants who are health science / healthcare
professionals with non-medical degrees, such as nurses,
pharmacists and other allied health professions listed on
MOH’s website in clinical practice are eligible to apply. 
Faculty on NUS tenure-track will not be eligible for NCSP
grant. Any exceptions will be on case-by-case basis.

Deliverables

Complete formal research training: Successful
application or completion of
MBA/MPH/MCI/PhD/MSc(Nursing)/PhD(Nursing).
Progress in research career over a 5-year period, as
demonstrated by at least one of the following:

Progress to National CS, secure NMRC Talent Awards
(i.e. TA, CSA) 
Secure NMRC Competitive Grants (i.e. NIG, CS-IRG)
Progress to NUS tenure track (in partnership with
CSDU) 
Progression to Cluster CS 

Ensure successful publication: At least 1 publication in
the NUSMed Journal Whitelist (first author) within 1-year
post grant end date.

https://www.moh.gov.sg/hpp/allied-health-professionals/career-practices/CareerNPracticesDetails/allied-health-professions


Dr Sanjay de Mel,
PhD Candidate

NMRC RTF
NMRC TA 

Support 12Ongoing Achievements of NCSP2.0 Awardees

Dr Choi Yoon Seong,
PhD

Dr Cinnie Soekojo,
PhD Candidate

NMRC RTF

Dr Frank Tay,
PhD

NMRC RTF
NMRC TA

Dr Mayuri  Bhargava,
PhD

NMRC RTF

Dr Vanda Ho,  
PhD Candidate

NMRC RTF
NMRC Seed Funding

NMRC OF-YIRG
LKY Scholarship

Dr Nicholas Chew
NMRC RTF

(Dec 2023) (Jun 2023) 

Dr Nicholas Sng,
PhD Candidate

Dr Dedrick Chan,
DPhil

NMRC RTF

Dr Wong Su Ren,
PhD

Dr Benjamin Tan,
PhD Candidate

NMRC RTF

(Dec 2022) 

Dr Serene Goh,
PhD Candidate

Dr Mervyn Lim,
PhD Candidate

NMRC RTF 

Dr Tan Yong Chuan

Dr Daniel  Huang,
PhD Candidate

NMRC RTF
NMRC CNIG

NMRC TA

Dr Sharon Tan,
PhD Candidate

NMRC RTF 

Dr Shawn Lee,
PhD

NMRC RTF  
NMRC CNIG

Dr Sim Ming Ann,
PhD Candidate

NMRC RTF 
NMRC HLCA

Dr Velda Han,
PhD

(Sep 2022) 

Dr El l ie Choi ,  
PhD Candidate

NMRC RTF
NMRC CNIG

NMRC Seed Funding 

Dr Chan Gek Cher,
PhD Candidate

NMRC RTF

Dr David Chen,
PhD Candidate

NMRC RTF
A*STAR SB-IF
A*STAR SB-PF

Dr Hong Wei Zhen Dr Low Jia Ming,
PhD Candidate

NMRC RTF
NMRC CNIG

A*STAR IAF-PP

(May 2022) 

Dr Wendy Wong,
PhD Candidate

NMRC RTF

Dr Mayank Dalakoti ,
MPhil ,  PhD Candidate

NMRC MOMMENTUM CG
Seed Grant

Cambridge-LKY

Dr Aaron Foo,
PhD

Dr Jing Mingxue
NMRC RTF

Dr Sarah Li ,
PhD Candidate

NMRC RTF

Dr Eunice Tan Dr Tan Chin Lik,
PhD

Dr John Loh,
PhD Candidate

NMRC RTF

(Jun 2024) 



Support Research Concierge

Grant Management

Procurement of equipment &

consumables

Reimbursement of fees

(publication, conferences,

courses, etc.) 

Tracking of grant funding

expenses

Grant virement/expansion

Payment & transfer of funds

Clinical Research Coordination

IRB/IACUC/OSHE Admin - regulatory

submission tracking, amendments, extensions

& renewal

Research agreement - administrative support

Management of equipment & consumables

Study meeting coordination & report

submission

Subject recruitment & recruitment strategies

Database management (i.e. REDCap)

Study monitoring - initial, ad-hoc & close-out

monitoring, educating PIs on key-areas for

external audits

Study documentation & protocol management

13

Support and educate pipeline clinician scientists on administration and

research coordination required for conducting their studies. 

Research Concierge: 
Mr. Derek Chan

Research Concierge: 
Ms. Jasmine Yong

Services:

Services:

Jasmine, Elaine April

and the team have

been an incredible

source of expertise and

support. Keep up the

amazing work.

Jasmine has been helpful with providing

support and solutions to administrative

challenges we were facing - including

balancing the interface between NUH/NUS for

funding. She also provided us with advice on

setting up a new study, investigator site file

keeping, and grant management. This was

especially critical when my RA decided to not

renew his contract after the first year and

went to industry. This should continue as it

helps with the research administration

processes which can be quite confusing to

manage on your own the very first time. 

Derek has kindly guided

me about how to use

grants regarding

manpower cost, etc. The

CS concierge service

itself is more than

expected. 

The service (Derek)
has been helpful as an
bridging grant to
initiate the research
while securing
external funding.



PI: Dr Mervyn Lim Jun Rui

Department: Neurosurgery

Grant Assisted: NCSP 2.0

Project Title: PREdiction and PAThophysiology of

Cognitive Health in Spontaneous IntraCerebral

Hemorrhage (The PREPATCH-SICH Study)

PI: Dr Chew Ka Lip

Department: Laboratory Medicine

Grant Assisted: NMRC CNIG

Project Title: Development of a Rapid molecular

assay for rapid identification of antifungal

resistance

Support Research Concierge (Clients) 14

PI: Dr Low Jia Ming

Department: Neonatology

Grant Assisted: NCSP 2.0

Project Title: Immunoprofiling and Microbiome

Analysis of Gestational Immunity For Transfer

Cohort

PI: Dr Frank Tay Sen Hee

Department: Rheumatology

Grant Assisted: NCSP 2.0

Project Title: IMMUNe-mediated diseases:

Epigenetic PRediction, biomarker Identification

and Novel Therapeutics (IMMUNEPRINT)

PI: Tan Xiang Xuan Eunice

Department: Gastroenterology & 

Hepatology

Grant Assisted: NCSP 2.0

Project Title: Enhancing equity in liver

transplantation using machine learning algorithms

PI: Dr Sim Ming Ann

Department: Anaesthesia

Grant Assisted: NCSP 2.0

Project Title: Blood-based Biomarkers in

Neurocognition and Aging

PI: Dr Choi Yoon Seong 

Department: Diagnostic Radiology

Grant Assisted: NCSP 2.0

Project Title: Glymphatic neuroimaging: Linking

Alzheimer’s disease, inflammation and aging

PI: Dr Aishworiya Ramkumar

Department: Paediatrics

Grant Assisted: NMRC TA

Project Title: Evaluating a screening instrument for

the early identification of autism spectrum disorder

among young children in Singapore

PI: Dr Aaron Foo Song Chuan

Department: Neurosurgery

Grant Assisted: NCSP 2.0

Project Title: Testing photosensitizer-mediated light

therapy for diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma – a

deadly cancer of children

https://medicine.nus.edu.sg/meddnr/staff.html


Biostatistics

Statistical Consultation: 

Study design for clinical research,

sample size calculation.

Statistical analysis preparation.

Research Collaboration: 

Data analysis, interpretation, and

manuscript preparation. 

Statistical Education: 

Postgraduate courses: MDG5108

and ABM5002. 

Workshops, and talks. 

Grant Enhancement: 

Review and enhancement of

statistical methodology.

Contact: Dr. Shen Liang

medsl@nus.edu.sg

Medical & Scientific

Communication

Manuscript Editing Service:

Editing and polishing manuscripts

for peer-reviewed publications.

Selection Criteria: (1) All faculty

members of YLLSOM, NUS

Dentistry and SSHSPH, NUHS

physician-researchers, (2)

Submitting to Q1 Journals only,

(3) Journal guidelines fulfilled

before submission of the final

draft.

Grant enhancement Service:

Editing Service for Grant

Enhancement Masterclass.

Grant Proposal Editing Service.

Contact: Dr. Rupangi Verma

Rupangi_verma@nuhs.edu.sg

Systematic Review

Consultation: Methodology and

execution of systematic reviews and

evidence summaries.

Collaboration: Development of

protocols, literature searching,

conducting meta-analyses, assessing

study biases, summarizing findings,

and preparing manuscripts.

Education: Workshops, courses, and

talks on systematic reviews and

meta-analyses.

Guidance: Registration for research

projects with the Cochrane

collaboration.

Contact: Dr. Miny Samuel

medminy@nus.edu.sg

Scientific Illustration

Illustration & graphic design:

Schematic figures for academic

purposes: scientific papers, books

and research proposals.

Infographics for presentations.

Artwork for conference banners.

Editorial Work

Journal and book covers.

Illustrations for feature media

(news coverage).

Data Visualization

3D data editing (MRI, confocal

microscopy, Protein Data Bank).

3D modeling and digital sculpting.

Contact: Dr. Diego P. Araujo

diego@nus.edu.sg

Support 15Research Support Unit (RSU)

mailto:medsl@nus.edu.sg
mailto:Rupangi_verma@nuhs.edu.sg
mailto:medminy@nus.edu.sg
mailto:diego@nus.edu.sg


Biostatistics

Statistical Consultation: 

Statistical Education: 

Clients included:

Research projects aided 180+

Co-authorship 74

Workshops 7

Postgraduate Modules
2 (MDG5108
& ABM5002)

Short Talks 5

Support 16RSU Production 2024: Biostatistics Unit (BSU)

Published papers supported by BSU (non-exhaustive): Workshops (non-exhaustive):



Manuscripts 21

Grants 12

Dear Dr. Rupangi,

Many thanks for your email and for promptly completing the revisions
on my manuscript ahead of schedule. I greatly appreciate your
thoroughness and attention to detail in carrying out the English
language editing. I will proceed with a final review and ensure that all
aspects align with the manuscript's vision before final submission.
Many thanks again for your continuous support with various
manuscripts.

Best Regards,
Associate Professor
Pharmacology

Medical & Scientific

Communication

Text Editing

Support 17RSU Production 2024: Medical & Scientific Communication

Published manuscripts acknowledging the RSU-MSC editorial support (non-exhaustive):

Dear Rupangi,

It would have been impossible (to get
the NMRC CNIG grant awarded)
without your advise and support!
Thank you once again so much.

Consultant, Neonatology

Editor for the CSDU - Grant Enhancement Masterclass (GEM). 
List of project awarded:

Impact factor 28.5

Impact factor 16.3

Impact factor 13.28

Impact Factor 10.9

Impact factor 10.7



Scientific Illustration
Editorial & Academic Illustration:

Illustration & Design Workshops: 

Visuals for Events/Communication:

Clients included:

Figures for Manuscripts 13 figures for 12
projects

Figures for Grant
Proposals 2

Figures for Books 2 figures for 1
chapter

Workshops 2

TRP and Research
Centre Promotional
Visuals

3 projects (2
infographics, 1 set
of 7 figures)

Medical School Comm
Visuals 3 figures, 1 logo

Support RSU Production 2024: Scientific Illustration Service 18

Figure for academic publication.

Dr. Chan Wee Lee, William (NCIS), Dr. Ng Siok Bian (NUHS, NUS, CSI)

Figure for academic publication.

Dr. John Loh Ser Pheng (NUCOHS)

Figure for academic publication.

Dr. Mervyn Lim Jun Rui (MOH, SSHSPH)

Figure for academic publication.

Nurkaiyisah Amirah Binti Zaal Anuar (NUS, CSI), Dennis Kappel (NUS, CSI)

Figure for academic publication.

Dr. Faizuss Sazzad (NUS Medicine), Dr. Vitaly A. Sorokin (NUH, CTVS)

|

||

| Yong Loo Lin
School of Medicine



Systematic Review
Consultation & Training: 

Statistical Education: 

Publications: 

Clients included:

Research projects aided > 30

Global Evidence Summit (GES) Member
of the Abstract Review committee
(https://www.globalevidencesummit.org/
abstract-review-committee-arc/)

Workshops 2 (Cochrane
workshops)

Lectures 1 CSA

Published reviews 10

Support 19RSU Production 2024: Systematic Review Unit (SRU)

| Alice Lee Centre for Nursing Studies
Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine



Enable 20CS Spotlights
CS Academy seeks to feature our very own clinician scientists, where they share their research journeys and some interesting/lesser known facts about themselves. 

Click here to read their full stories: https://medicine.nus.edu.sg/csa/cs-spotlight/ 

What is your research area? What

prompted you to be a Clinician Scientist?

I work on the early detection and prevention of

hepatocellular carcinoma in the setting of non-

alcoholic fatty liver disease and viral hepatitis.

I am looking at non-invasive strategies to risk

stratify and detect chronic liver disease and

hepatocellular carcinoma by leveraging

advanced imaging- and RNA-based methods. I

see many patients in my clinic who are in

“evidence-free zones”. My hope is that I can

help to fill in some of these gaps in knowledge

and help a larger group of patients, beyond

those in my clinics.

Could you describe one of your typical

workdays?

As a colorectal surgeon, I usually start with

ward rounds. Some clinical duties tend to be

fixed, such as clinic and endoscopy sessions,

so these are predictable and experiments can

be planned around them. On days when I have

elective surgery, I never do experiments before

as I prefer to be focused on the operation.

Emergency surgery obviously takes priority

over any research work, and if I had originally

planned an experiment which is time-sensitive,

then I may have to decide between abandoning

and restarting the experiment, which is highly

unpalatable, or staying back after surgery.

What has helped you get to where you are,

and what advice would you give someone

who wants to come in this direction?

Mentorship is the most crucial aspect. I would

not have gotten to where I am now if I did not

have a strong foundation. A good mentor

genuinely wants you to grow to become an

independent researcher, and they are selfless

and never insecure, not wanting to “retain”

you in order to benefit themselves; these are

some characteristics you would want to do

some homework about before approaching a

mentor for the first time.

Could you describe one of your workdays?

What is the most gratifying part of being a

Clinician Scientist?

A typical day is balancing between clinical

duties, leading the NUHS@Home to scale up

and driving the research team. I’ve had to

learn to block out specific times for deep work

- uninterrupted periods where I can focus on

data analysis, grant or manuscript writing, or

planning new studies. The most gratifying part

is seeing our research translate into actual

change in policy and practice, for example

when the work that my team has published

contribute to a policy shift to mainstream

hospital-at-home in Singapore this year.



21NUHS CS Academy WorkshopsEnable

Publishing In Influential Journal and Evolving Issues in
Scientific Communications

7 February 2024

Topic: Reflections on Mentoring

28 February 2024

3D Printing Essentials for Clinician-Scientists
24 April 2024

Topic: Data Sharing Enters a New Era

21 February 2024

Data Bootcamp - Mining the Data ‘Oil’ in NUHS

30 August 2024



22Enable

 Fireside Chat with Prof Annie Huang 
(In collaboration with NUS Medicine Graduate Student Society)15 August 2024

Foundation Models in Medicine

(In collaboration with NUSMed Centre for Innovation and Precision Eye Health)

23 August 2024

NUHS CS Academy Workshops 
in collaboration with NUS Medicine

Publishing for Impact

(In collaboration with NUSMed Centre for Sustainable Medicine)

24 October 2024



23Saturday Research TrainingsEnable



22 Mar 2024

24

Networking SessionsNurture

Residency Open HouseNUHS CS Evening Outreach Roadshows

NTFGH Roadshow
7 Mar 2024

A*STAR Roadshow 29 April 2024
20 July 2024



25Nurture

23 February 2024
22 April 2024

Head of Departments Data Engagement National Clinician-Scientists

14 May 2024

IMCB Evening

Focus Group Engagement



NCSP2.0 AwardeesAssistant Professors 
(Non-Clinical)

3 July 2024

26Nurture

23 May 2024

Lunch with Dossier Writer

27 August 2024

Focus Group Engagement



27Nurture NUHS CS Academy Retreat (Meeting)

30 Nov 2024



28Nurture NUHS CS Academy Retreat (Dinner)

30 Nov 2024



The Academic Respiratory Initiative for

Pulmonary Health (TARIPH).

NUH: Dr Matthew Edward Cove (Theme PI)

NTU: A/Prof Sanjay Haresh Chotirmall (Lead PI)

292024 Grants in NUHS: 
NMRC Open Fund - Large Collaborative Grant

Others

Dr Matthew Cove A/Prof Sanjay Chotirmall



The eMEASURE-RNA initiative: exploring the molecular basis of RNA editing,

sensing and immune response – new approaches for immuno-oncology therapy.

NUS: A/Prof Chen Leilei (Lead PI)

302024 Grants in NUHS: 
MOE Tier 3

Others

A/Prof Chen Leilei



312024 Impactful Publications in NUHS:
Articles in top 1% SJR ranking

The association between blood biological age at rehabilitation admission and physical activity during

rehabilitation in geriatric inpatients: RESORT.

Corresponding Author: Prof Andrea Britta Maier

Journal Title: GeroScience

Establishing healthy longevity clinics in publicly funded hospitals.

Last Author: Prof Andrea Britta Maier

Journal Title: GeroScience

The impact of mobility limitations on geriatric rehabilitation outcomes: Positive effects of resistance

exercise training (RESORT).

Last Author: Prof Andrea Britta Maier

Journal Title: Journal of Cachexia, Sarcopenia and Muscle

Testing the amount of nicotinamide mononucleotide and urolithin A as compared to the label claim.

Last Author: Prof Andrea Britta Maier

Journal Title: GeroScience

Others



322024 Impactful Publications in NUHS:
Articles in top 1% SJR ranking

A glycolytic metabolite bypasses “two-hit” tumor suppression by BRCA2.

Corresponding Author: Prof Ashok Venkitaraman

Journal Title: Cell

Fratricide-resistant CD7-CAR T cells in T-ALL.

First Author: Dr Bernice Oh Lingzhi

Last Author: Prof Dario Campana

Corresponding Author: Prof Allen Yeoh

Journal Title: Nature Medicine

Combined aerobic and strength exercise training on biological ageing in Singaporean breast

cancer patients: protocol for the Breast Cancer Exercise Intervention (BREXINT) Pilot Study.

Last Author: Dr Goh Jor Ming

Journal Title: GeroScience

Dr Bernice Oh Prof Dario Campana Prof Allen Yeoh

Others



332024 Impactful Publications in NUHS:
Articles in top 1% SJR ranking

Antiviral Therapy Utilization and 10-Year Outcomes in Resected Hepatitis B Virus- and

Hepatitis C Virus-Related Hepatocellular Carcinoma.

First Author: Dr Huang Qingyao, Daniel

Journal Title: Journal of Clinical Oncology

Others

Meta-analysis: Prevalence and impact of alcohol abstinence in alcohol-associated cirrhosis.

Last Author: Dr Huang Qingyao, Daniel

Journal Title: Alimentary Pharmacology and Therapeutics

Principal component-based clinical aging clocks identify signatures of healthy aging and targets

for clinical intervention.

Corresponding Author: A/Prof Jan Gruber

Journal Title: Nature Aging

Imaging lifespan brain structural growth: From region, to connectome, to gradient.    

Last Author: A/Prof Zhou Juan, Helen

Journal Title: PLoS Biology



342024 Impactful Publications in NUHS:
Articles in top 1% SJR ranking

Single-cell landscape of functionally cured chronic hepatitis B patients reveals activation of

innate and altered CD4-CTL-driven adaptive immunity.

Corresponding Author: Prof Lim Seng Gee

Journal Title: Journal of Hepatology

Others

Individualised, short-course antibiotic treatment versus usual long-course treatment for

ventilator-associated pneumonia (REGARD-VAP): a multicentre, individually randomised, open-

label, non-inferiority trial.

Corresponding Author: Dr Mo Yin

Journal Title: The Lancet Respiratory Medicine

Managing nurse redeployment during the Covid-19 pandemic, lessons for future redeployment:

A qualitative study.

Corresponding Author: A/Prof Michael Charles Dunn

Journal Title: International Journal of Nursing Studies



Asparagine Synthetase Marks a Distinct Dependency Threshold for Cardiomyocyte

Dedifferentiation.

Corresponding Author: Prof Roger Foo Sik Yin

Journal Title: Circulation

352024 Impactful Publications in NUHS:
Articles in top 1% SJR ranking

The effectiveness of Parentbot - a digital healthcare assistant - on parenting outcomes: 

A randomized controlled trial.

Last Author: A/Prof Shefaly Shorey

Journal Title: International Journal of Nursing Studies

Others

Genome-Wide CRISPR Screen Identifies an NF2-Adherens Junction Mechanistic Dependency for

Cardiac Lineage.

Corresponding Author: Prof Roger Foo Sik Yin

Journal Title: Circulation



362024 Impactful Publications in NUHS:
Articles in top 1% SJR ranking

Healthy dietary patterns are associated with exposure to environmental chemicals in a

pregnancy cohort.

Last Author: Prof Zhang Cuilin

Journal Title: Nature Food

Others

Engineering a Metal Reductase for the Bioremediation of Anthropogenic Electronic Wastes:

From Hg(II) to Au(III) and Ag(I) Enzymatic Reduction.

Last Author: A/Prof Yew Wen Shan

Journal Title: JACS Au

Lifetime Duration of Breastfeeding and Cardiovascular Risk in Women With Type 2 Diabetes or a

History of Gestational Diabetes: Findings From Two Large Prospective Cohorts.

Last Author: Prof Zhang Cuilin

Journal Title: Diabetes Care



Research: 

No pain no gain!

Dr Daniel Huang

Nothing in life is worth

having if it isn’t difficult.

Dr Sarah Li 

2024 looking into 2025
37Others



Cells are like individuals; some influence their

neighbours to become bad, whilst others

cooperate to make the microenvironment a

more conducive place. May the CS Academy be

our little T75 flask, each of us supplementing

growth factors for the good of the community!

Dr Dedrick Chan

2024 looking into 2025
38Others



2024 looking into 2025

In the words of Taylor Swift, “If you're being

met with resistance, that probably means

doing something new. If you're experiencing

turbulence or pressure, that probably means

you're rising.” Let us all keep paving new

roads and improving further towards our

goals in 2025.

Dr Shawn Lee 

39Others



2024 looking into 2025

2024 has been a year of groundbreaking

discoveries and remarkable innovations for CS

Academy. As we look ahead to 2025, let’s set

our sights on implementation—transforming

vision into reality. Here’s to another exciting

year to inspire health!.

Dr Tham Yih Chung

40Others



Most of the time people are

more willing to help than what

we thought they would.

A/Prof Luo Nan 

Never stop learning, 

never stop seeking, 

never stop trying, 

never stop dreaming.

A/Prof Chua Horng Ruey

2024 looking into 2025
41Others



In the intersection of care and inquiry, we harness the

transformative power of knowledge and compassion to

change lives. I eagerly anticipate our collaborative

efforts to translate science and evidence from the

bench to the bedside and beyond — into our hospitals,

homes, and communities. By involving patients and

colleagues alike, we can ensure diversity, inclusivity,

and equity at every level of our research planning,

execution, and dissemination.

A/Prof Shefaly Shorey

2024 looking into 2025
42Others



To better use what we know

to explore and exploit what

we are yet to know.

Prof Michael Chee

2024 looking into 2025
43Others



5th December 2024

It is early morning and I am writing this message amidst the flurry of WhatsApp messages on the

NUHS Clinician-Scientist Academy chat on the flaws of the existing publishing culture. Elsewhere for

example on social media, opinions would have turned into personal attacks. Here we have a beautiful

resource that we, the NUHS community, have cultivated. This is evidence of a healthy discourse in an

academic environment to develop our research community which should be encouraged and embraced.

In a world where metrics are easy to measure and prize, it is so easy to lose focus. We need to

remember that “When a metric becomes a target, it ceases to be a good metric.” We have to

continue to focus on growing the next generation of excellent clinician researchers. The fruit of

cultivation of excellent clinician researchers is research excellence. The fruit of research excellence is

translation of research to benefit humanity.

As the 2024 draws to a close, let us continue to water our growing community with ideas, sun and air

them with robust discussions as we grow our fruits.

Best wishes,

Catherine
Associate Professor Catherine Ong

Head, NUHS Clinician-Scientist Academy

Message from the Head of CS Academy
44Others


