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Preparing for the next pandemic

In a clinic in Guinea, a community
health worker is puzzled by the number
of people in a village becoming severely
ill and reports this to their superior,
who notifies the Ministry of Health
about the outbreak. Across the world in
San Francisco, USA, a child with upper
respiratory symptoms is brought to a
paediatrician’s office and is tested for
a range of diseases, including avian
influenza; when the test is positive,
the US Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention is alerted for further
investigation. Each day, all around the
world, such concerning disease signals
are happening. In 2023, for example,
WHO identified roughly 750 signals
for in-depth analysis and response.
These have included everything from
anthrax, cholera, dengue and Marburg
virus disease. While much of the public
got to know public health through
COVID-19, pandemics are rare events.
Most disease signals and outbreaks are
contained and managed using public
health tools and an effective response.
Public health is almost invisible when it
is most effective.
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