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Presentation title: Genetic Testing in Autism

Abstract

This session will discuss whether the state and/or society should undertake the responsibility
of providing financial subsidies for genetic testing for children diagnosed to be on the autism
spectrum. Following a brief introduction to autism and the role of genetic factors in its
etiology, the utility of genetic testing will be discussed in terms of beneficence and
maleficence to children, their parents and the society. The case for society to facilitate testing
when needed will be made, together with a discussion on the positive and negative effects of
that. Through this session, participants will gain a better understanding of the role of genetic
testing in autism and specific scenarios where testing should be advocated for. 
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