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Abstract

In recent work, clinical ethicists and paediatricians have described and defended an
important ethical principle in the care of children. The idea of “deciding with children”
strongly encourages paediatricians to take seriously the voice of the child, and to involve
them in decisions about the child’s medical care. This principle potentially constitues a third
key ethical norm in paediatrics (alongside ’the best interests of the child’ and ’shared
decision-making with parents).
In this lecture, I will explore the ethical boundaries and challenges associated with Deciding
With Children. I identify some potential problems including vagueness, and conflicts with
other principles. I describe the concept of an ‘Autonomy dependent Zone of Child Discretion’.
Finally, I outline when paediatricians shouldn’t aim to decide with children - when decisions
should be made by or for children
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